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’. HELMS REGRETS LETTER

. f By CECIL HOLLAND
Atar Biall Writer

F CIA _ Director Richard M.
:Helms today publicly apoligized
for a letler which got him in
Dutch with the Senate and.
‘brought a demand for his resig-
‘nation. '

+ "I regret having signed the
Jettor,”” Helms said. “I apolo- -

. igize for it, I made & mistake.”

" [ - Helms made the statement on
leaving a closed Senate Foreign
Relations Comimittee hearing at
which he also expressed his
regret. .

" The letter was sent to the
St. Louis Globe Democrat and
praised an editorial which was
'severely ecritical of Sen. J.
Wiiliam Fulbright, D-Ark,, the
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commitice chairman. The lettes, ~ According to Fulbright, Helms}*'they dé 1k favelve "lemsi":on ate of the letter yesterday, four;

appeared in last Wednesday's explained that he had quite a
Globe Democrat. '}numbcr of other: lettcrsdiéefore
. . “ » him and his attention did not
' Called Fulbright “Crafty [focus as thoroughly as it should
The editorial, describing Ful- have on the letter o the Globe
bright as “crafty,” said he had Democrat and a clipping of the
received his “‘comeuppance” in editovial that was altached
}a: July 14 Senate vote denying to il.
D is committee a role in over-! g, . ,
- secing CIA affairs. " Such Letters Not lthe Pi ac.ticc
L | A furer over the letter broke Helms told the commitieo,
out yesterday when Sen, Eugene Fulbright said, that he did not
J. MecCarthy, D-Minn.,, called make a practice of writing such

the matter to the attention of the leiters and- the CIA takes no
‘Senate. ' 'position on matters of a political

' Asked today if 'he had cop-Dature such as were involved

‘sidered resigning, the 53-yar-old in_the editorial, .

- Helms gave a flgeting smile —and‘ Helms indicated, aecording to
‘turned away without answering, Fulbright, that his attention was
{ Before the hearing, Sen. centered on a .part of the edi-
Wayne Morse, D-Ore,, had de-torial commending the CIA. ‘
manded Helms’ resignation from| -After the hearing, Fulbright
the position he has filled for/said “I don't wish to pursue the
*'only a month, ¥e was formerly matter.”” He added that it was
.CIA deputy director, closed “as far as 1 am con-

'eerncd.”
No Support for Demand | Fulbright said there was a

ulbii d ittee discussion involving other mat-
mgmbgiih;a?g 1.?;;}],?]; %0:&%%:5' ters and that Helms was “forth-

‘ id iright in his replies, For that
a ratisfactory explanation of the.reason, he said the incident of
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- At today’s hearing on controversial letter, . '

STAT

A -% lveoice in oversecing the CIA.
vt Benale Majority Leader Mike

* [Mansfield of Montana gald he

*thought Helms “made a mistakes

and admitted it . . . he [aced up
Fto it . . . it must be a good

- ‘tlesson." ‘

He pointed out that Helms
came in as the one who appear-
ed best qualified for director
and should be given a chance.
i "We all make mistakes,"”|
" Mansfield added. *'If we all had
to resign when we make mis-
'+ takes, the whole Senate wouldy -
" have to resign.” A

In the letter to the Globe
Democral, Helms had said: .

“I want to let you know of my!
pleasure in reading the editorial:

" ‘Brickbals for Fulbright' in the’
| Glabe-Democrat of July 18, i

Yit reflects so well your
paper's policy of ‘printing news’ -
impartially, supporting what it
believes to be right and opposing
what. it believes to be wrong
Mwithout: regard to party:
ipolitics.! ' !
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1, 'WILLIAM FULBRIGHT

'5}3 After McCarthy told the Sen-

g}‘fg}ﬂ”-‘. . i members of the watchdog com-;

Fulbright offered o elabyin- Mittee who had opposed the Ful-}

in  <domesis

tion and said: “I.dbwrd thista' brichl group's proposal joined
I should pursue that further,”’]With others in expressing shock!

fied positively” the CIA Daditen such a letter, and in prais-
not used the Fulbright exchange|ing Fulbright. .
program in its operations The * Senate discussion oc-’
‘ ' jeurred one month to the day
. McCarthy Is Satislied = lalter Helms had been confirmed
 McCarthy said he ¢houghti Unanimously as director of the
Helms had given “a quite satis_|intclhgence' agency and praised
factory cxplanation.” - las one of lts most valued offi-
Asked if tho fact that Helmsjclals, . = .
simed the letter ralsed any, While the floor discussion|-
question as to his judgment, went on, Sen. Leverett Salton-
McCarthy replied: “I don't ¢hink StAll, R-Mass., a-member of the
it comes to that point.” He also Watchdog committee,
said he did not think Helms With Helms by telephone. He
‘'should resign. . ;came back and reported Helms
Morse, in his stalement, said 85 Saying there was only one
Helms ‘could best serve thelictter. and. hé \WAS, sorry that‘_iﬁ»
country by resigning. Hhad been written.. -

“*Until he does,” Morse added, * " "Felororics TRUR
“the  American people cannot{, Thi lcifp‘ho-;’“ Fulbright...
rest secure in the belief that the/  1hirly - minutes afterm thg

un

mandate not to operate withinl nded, Helms telephoned Ful-
the United States or influence| Dright to ‘say ‘he wassorry.and

agency is living up to its legajj cnate’s ' 'indignation
or participate in affairs within {hat the letler was a mistake2

detter and there was no support
for Morse's demand,
Morse, busy at another hear-

ithe letter was salutary. .
In the Senate discussion yes-

d i itline terday. on_the letter, Fulbright
ng desling with the aitline 4 “fecrs thaf Lhe CiA.

strikc, was not present at the expressed
mecting, At hisp request, his+was Involving itself in domesuct

-8tatement demanding that «{alrs.
Helms resign was read %t the: He mentioned that he had,

- NCHTLL G,
- L Fulrizity : swvolved itsell in elections_.in
Ll APPRaYER o el AL 2R A0S : CIA-RDPTS
which originated with an ‘ss-| Hekwy was geked about that,
slstant who drafted dt,.....,,, [Fulbrigh said, & replied that

iy

jheard rumors the agency hadisigned or unrevealed as to its

" He :als0-said he.would be plad to'|
.the .inted State;. ‘ I talk - to frulbright!s committee atl
. Asks Panel Pari in Walch

‘?‘H&’ -li‘mg.c.'[‘l?at statement led to
It must be assumed, Morse|'04i¥ 3 hearing. .- ° '
said, that-the Helms letter “--Mﬁcﬁflhxi,, -apongor{ -of thel.
s sl oo Sl
what is golng on lhﬂt is un'“ﬂiccrin-CTAaﬁnirs,.said ’ye_S?
A a0 0310029 . P Lo Nt 1o b i
Jplace for’ Helms to haye sigm
other reason whﬁ%eog'%?e%a lotter praising i'»a“"-ied"“ﬁﬁ
| P ST that: < charged: <Fulbright wod
' PECALLYL - i Y

- UL 1
SRR o

-

S g i AL om el L L Neremeni et e
———— ik s WP A R MR e s

. Contiqq_gd

Express Shock { L

tamed" Lo

He also said that Helms “tvid that the CIA director had writ-; L




